
Educating Inquiring Minds and Discerning Hearts 

 

Religious Education at St. George’s School 
 

The phrase at the top of the page is taken from the liturgy for Holy Baptism in the Book of Common 

Prayer, the book we use in our worship. It is part of the prayer we offer for the newly baptized. 

 

“Sustain your child, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give your child an inquiring and discerning heart, 

the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder 

in all your works. Amen. 

 

The religious education component at St. George’s School is rooted in the baptismal covenant. In it we 

believe we are forgiven for sin and raised to new life in Jesus Christ. As His disciples, we are called to 

continue in apostolic teaching, fellowship, the breaking of bread, and public and private prayers. We are 

called to witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are called to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. 

We are called to be witnesses for justice and peace. We are called to respect the dignity of every human 

being. 

 

How are these ideals communicated effectively to students?  Our teachers and staff are called to model the 

Christian lifestyle to the students of St. George’s School by example and through age and grade appropri-

ate religious instruction. Daily prayer at the beginning and ending of the school day, grace at lunch and 

snack, and weekly chapel services led by the clergy focusing on the themes of the religious instruction all 

come together as effective ways of presenting and reinforcing the faith component of education. The best 

teaching is still, however, by example. 

 

We at St. George’s School seek to provide the religious and moral foundation for a life to be lived with 

joy in the presence of God. We are committed to providing a top quality academic experience as well as 

an experience of positive self-worth and personal responsibility as a child of God. 

 

The responsibility of faith formation for children is an awesome thing. This information was shared with 

parents of prospective students at the recent open house and was met with a healthy mixture of interest 

and relief. Parents said they wanted their children to attend a school where religious values and the joy of 

the Christian faith were taught and witnessed. I thought it a good idea to let you know about this part of 

the school life. As I meet with the students and teachers in the fall, beginning this new ministry, I hope to 

be able to give them the basics of the faith and the joy of prayer. 

 

As for the rest of us, we already know to remember to say our prayers.  

 

Fr. Henry 
 

Rector’s Remarks 

The Dragon’s Tale 

March 2010 

 

St. George’s 

Episcopal Church 

912 Route 146 

Clifton Park, NY 12065 



Page 2 

“Yes, it does take a village… and a whole parish to 

build a new school” 

 

St George’s parishioners continue with generous 

gifts to help us build a firm foundation. We rejoice 

in the time and talent that has poured out in this 

startup time.  

Hardworking volunteers have remodeled the class-

rooms, assembled furniture, cleaned, unpacked 

cartons, climbed ladders to install our banners, 

made cookies for the open house, prepared mailing 

labels, and spread the word to the larger Clifton 

Park community. The Sunday school and pre-

school teachers have graciously tolerated the com-

motion as we figure out how to share our space. 

 

Just arrived from Texas in the last snow storm 

were 30 small red, blue and green chairs, rolling 

storage unit with cubbies, tables with adjustable 

legs so that we can quickly morph from a week-

day K & 1 class into Sunday school class-rooms.  

We have student learning materials for scientific 

investigations about the trees behind the church, a 

microscope and even a rattlesnake skin. Donations 

of classic children’s literature, children’s  
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New School Update! 

Bible stories, bulletin board displays, math squares, 

beads, charts, rulers, puzzles, and sample texts are fill-

ing our cabinet.   

 

n our first round of interviewing for teacher and assis-

tant positions we have met some talented people. In-

terested applicants should send a letter of interest to 

the Office or email Phyllis Aldrich at pald-

rich@aol.com 

 

Rich Dominelli continues to add eye-catching new 

features to our St George’s web site, so check out new 

video clips and pictures at www.stgeorgescpk.org  

 

On Friday, February 26 & Saturday, February 27, we 

welcomed families to our first Open House where Fa-

ther Henry led the Trustees in showing visitors how 

the school will be part of our beautiful church.  By 

Saturday afternoon, we had enrolled several more stu-

dents, bringing us closer to the minimum we will need 

to open in September.   

 

Keep spreading the word that we still have a few 

openings!   

Yes, it does take a village and an entire Church family 

Worship and Outreach Ministry 

   After reading St. George's Annual Report and attending the Annual Meeting, I noticed that the Thursday,  

Healing Service, which has been on-going since 2004, was not mentioned in either the Worship or Outreach 

Reports.  We have some very dedicated people, who, along with Fr. Henry, have committed to keeping this 

service available.  Perhaps some of you note the sign outside welcoming people to come in to this ser-

vice.  Occasionally, some stranger walks in, attends the service, finds comfort in the healing service, and 

some have become members of St. George's. 

  

     In the fall of 2009, under Fr. Henry's guidance, we met and came to the conclusion that for the one per-

son, a stranger, or a member, who came to the service to find spiritual guidance, we would continue the heal-

ing service.  Fr. Henry revised the service with a new format, A Public Service of Healing, a service avail-

able to all who desire healing and wholeness in their lives. The service begins with Music, followed by 

prayers, a homily, laying on of hands by the Priest, and Holy Communion. 

  

     As there will be no healing service during Lent, we will plan to meet after Easter, and re-formulate how 

this service should proceed.  If anyone has suggestions, please notify Fr. Henry or anyone mentioned below. 

  

     Thank you to Alfie, Maureen, Randy, Doris, Lynn, & Jackie for their support.   Barbara Hartman 
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Three Minutes Can Change Everything 
By Mother Laurie 

 
 
We are well into the season of Lent now, and some of us have managed to hold onto our Lenten 

disciplines, whether we are fasting from something, or taking on something new. 
 I‟d like to suggest that you join me in one more discipline which is short and simple to 

accomplish: a daily 3-minute retreat. That‟s right—three minutes. And yet I have found this to be ex-
actly what I need to do as I sit down at my computer to work every day.  The retreat is delivered to my 
in-box automatically, and I click on the link to begin. It starts with a few moments of silence and still-
ness, and then gives a short passage of scripture, a reflection and a few questions to consider how the 
scripture applies to your life. 

 Today‟s reflection, for example, was about connections and the questions asked were 
simple: “What is my main source of connection to Jesus?” and then, “Is there any place where my con-
nection could use strengthening?”  For those of you who journal, these are great journaling questions. If 
you don‟t, these are still great questions to guide your day. 

 In my case, I try to view my day through the „lens‟ of these daily questions (the retreat 
only gives you two questions a day, but I found myself asking additional questions too): 

 
How am I connecting with Jesus in each person I meet here at church, as well as out in the 

world? 
How am I doing this with my family, which is sometimes the hardest place for us to do that? 
Where do I see a need for greater spiritual connection in my interactions? 
What connections are harder for me to make? 

 
And this was just today‟s retreat—each day has a different set of questions to consider. 
 So here‟s the link: www.loyolapress.com and click on 3-minute retreat. You can opt, as I 

did, to have them automatically delivered to your e-mail every day, or just bookmark the site. 
 And here‟s my invitation to you: Call, visit or e-mail to let me know what blessings, what 

challenges, or what revelations come to you through these daily three-minute „appointments‟ with God. 
 So you can „give up‟ three minutes of your morning and „take on‟ extra prayer and re-

flection.  I know this is changing the way my day unfolds. I pray it does the same for you. Keep in touch. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Short Note: The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 
 The sacrament of Reconciliation (formerly called Confession) is especially appropriate during the season of 

Lent when we are called to pay attention to any obstacles in our lives or hearts that get in the way of God‟s pres-

ence. We try to let go of the baggage from past hurts or wrongs that weigh us down in order to approach the season 

of Easter with „cleaned-up hearts‟.  

 

Have you got some old baggage that you‟d like to leave at the foot of the cross? Contact Fr. Henry or me 

and make an appointment so we can walk through the sacrament with you. We‟ll ask you to do a short examination 

of conscience, reflect on what you brought with you for which you seek God‟s forgiveness, and offer you God‟s ab-

solution.  

 

I always conclude the sacrament with these powerful words from Psalm 103:                                                                             

“As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.” Amen!! 

http://www.loyolapress.com
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1 Emma Andrus 

2  Mitchell Croce 

 Michael Danz  

 J. J. Gulyas  

 Heather Halloran 

 Alex Kinley 

 Amanda Underhill  

3   Jacob Evans  

   Daniel Ladd  

 David Sherman   

5  Rosemarie Casale  

 Brian Harding  

6  Alex Rohr  

7  George Ehler  

 Mary Golden 

 Carol List  

 Tyler McFarland 

 Scott Underhill  

 Nicole Vincenzi 

8 Alec Dowd 

 Lorelei Landau  

 Joely Morrison 

 9  Bette Sovik  

 10  Matthew Alheim  

 Nancy Henches  

11  Jim Bonaro   

 Howard Gates 

 Hannah Leone 

 Jack Underhill  

12  Jennifer Andrus  

14  Sam Aldrich  

 Jessica Croce 

 Barbara Hinrichs   

 Miles Smachlo  

15  John Burgess  

 16  Cynthia DiDonna-Drake 

 Kenneth Syvertsen  

17   Nicole Adams 

 Zachary Cozzens  

 Colin McCabe  

 August Quail 

 Cole Vincenzi 

 Sarah Watson  

       Nathan Zagata  

 

 

March Birthdays 

March Anniversaries 

18  Ryan Klimkewicz 

 Kristin Lyden  

19  Corey Gray  

 Nancy Snow 

20  Karlee Rockstroh 

 Abbey Wilcox  

21  Ken Bee  

 Barry McCabe  

 Brooke Riley 

22  Rebecca Feeny 

 Cheryl Kenworthy  

  Kelly Moen  

  Donald Weyand  

23    Herman Sabourin  

  Kimberly Watson 

25     Emily Lyden  

  Tina Rischbieter 

26    Evan Demler  

  Dee Ann Erno  

27    Erin Gray  

  Linda Miller  

30    Meagan Cody   

31    Andrew Syvertsen  

13    Timothy & Blaine Kaercher  

15    Tom & Jessica McCarthy  

28    George & Melissa Ehler 

March Birthday’s Cont’d 

Readings 
 

March 6 

Third  Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 3:1-15 

Psalm 63:1-8 

1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

Luke 13:1-9 

 

March 14 

Fourth in Lent 

Joshua 5:9-12 

Psalm 32:1-12 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

 

March 21 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 43:16-21 

Psalm 126: 1-7 

Philippians 3:4b-14 

John 12:1-8 

 

March 28 

Palm Sunday 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm 31:9-16 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Luke 22:14-23:56 

 

April 4 

Easter Sunday 

Acts 10:34-43 or 

Isaiah 65:17-25 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

1 Corinthians 15:19-26 or 

Acts 10:34-43 

John 20:1-18 or  

Luke 24:1-12 

 

http://growingtogetherministries.org/images/open_Bible.gif
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Lenten Programs and Offerings 

 
Weekday Morning Prayer During Lent 

Starting Thursday February 18 and continuing through Good Friday April 2 there will be a simple service 

of Morning Prayer in our Chapel each weekday morning at 7:00AM. The service will last no more than 15

-20 minutes.  It is a service focused on prayer and the Word. 

Volunteers from the congregation are needed to lead the service. If you are interested, please contact Fr. 

Henry or John Snyder. Training will be cheerfully provided.” 

 

Introduction to the Bible. A Bible Study which  tells the Biblical narrative as a story. You will explore 

how we got the Bible, and what’s in it. These sessions help people make sense of the big picture and re-

move the feelings of inadequacy and uneasiness that you get when someone mentions Bible study. The 

class will meet Tuesday evenings in Lent from 7:00-8:30 pm in Room 2 of Randall’s Hall  

 

“Anglicans”, A class to better understand what it means.  This class will explore our roots in history, the 

lives of prominent Anglicans, our interests and passions, and the fact that we think a bit differently than 

the rest of the historic church. Class will meet Thursday mornings from 10:00-11:30 am in the Library.  

 

Exploring Our Liturgy -  Four week adult education class on our Liturgy    . 

This will be an adult education class held in the sanctuary following the 9:30 service. Classes are inde-

pendent of each other and people can attend the sessions that interest them. John Snyder will be facilitat-

ing the class but may be assisted by a deacon. 

Mar 7 – Vessels and Vestments and other liturgical things. (Sacristy tour) 

Mar 14 – Liturgical actions. Things we do during the service. 

 

Stations of the Cross  -  Wednesdays at 11:30AM and Fridays at 7:00PM  

 

Taste and See  

Youth Lenten Program 

 

What: Nooma videos, discussion time and amazing desserts!!! 

When: Friday nights in Lent  ( March 5, 12, 19, 26 ) 

  (Where: St. George’s Library and Hatlee Hall 

Time: 6:30 to 8 pm 

Sign up each week on Bulletin Board in Narthex so  

we have enough dessert!!!! 

 Parents: Feel free to drop kids off and then attend Friday 

night Stations of the Cross at  7 pm-- we’ll save some dessert to 

share when you finish! 
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Holy Week 

 

Palm Sunday   March 27, Eucharist 4:30 PM , March 28, Eucharist 8:00 AM  and  9:30 AM 

 

Monday in Holy Week        March 29, Eucharist 7:00 AM 

 

Tuesday in Holy Week     March 30, Eucharist 7:00 AM, Chrism Mass at Cathedral of All Saint’s, 6:00 PM 

 

Wednesday in Holy Week  March 31, Eucharist 9:30 AM         Tenebrae  7:00 PM 

 

Maundy Thursday  April 1, Eucharist 7:30 PM ,   Maundy Thursday Watch 8:00 PM - 7:00 AM Friday 

 

Good Friday  April 2, Holy Communion from the Reserved Sacrament 7:00 AM 

 Good Friday Liturgy 7:30 PM 

 

The Great Vigil of Easter  April 3, 4:30 PM Followed by an Easter Egg Hunt for children  

Easter Day    April 4  Festival Eucharist 8:00 AM and   9:30 AM 
  

SAVE THIS DATE!   

 
On Tuesday, April 27th at 7:00 pm, St. George’s Stephen Ministry will offer a program entitled PRE-

PARING FOR END-OF-LIFE ISSUES. Several experts will present legal, spiritual and medical issues 

related to this topic. A question and answer period will follow and free materials and forms will be avail-

able. 

 

At any age, you can find peace of mind in being prepared.  Do this for yourself and for your loved ones.  

Join us on April 27th and find out everything you need to know and were afraid to ask!   Fran Gordon 

 

We Have Mail!   

To St. George’s,  Thank you so much for the lovely poinsettia. It is beautiful. Your kindness is appreci-

ated. Bless you all.   Doris A. Guadron 

   

Dear Friends at St. George’s,  

Thank you for the altar flowers and the cards you sent after the death of my step-mother, Audrey Wil-

liamson. I appreciate your prayers, kind thoughts , and good wishes. 

Sincerely,  Blaine Kaercher 
 

Milestones  Let us pray for: Tate David Gobel, the son of Zachary & Jill Gobel,  the newly baptized, that 

the Lord’s loving kindness be upon them. 

 

...the repose of the soul  of Christopher Richbart, the cousin of Lynne Olney, who died February 14th, 

that he may have a place in Godôs eternal kingdom. Pray also for his family, including 4 children,  that 

Godôs healing grace may soothe and comfort them. 
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Date/Time Acolyte  Readers  Ushers  Chalice  Altar Guild  

  
Joyful  

Journey  

3/6 4:30 M. Andrus Randy Demler Randy Demler 

Steve Hickey 

J. Bucher D. Erno  

3/7 8:00 R. Smith Joe Palko Anne Wagle 

Barbara Hartman 

J. Snyder L. Simpkins  

3/7 9:30 R. Pollard 

J. Ehler 

C. Ehler 

Russ Wise 

Jon Vargo 

Dave Watson 

Bob Wilcox 

Matt Andrus 

Scott Barbour 

J. Snyder C. Barbour 

J. White 

M & J 

Chaplin 

3/13 4:30 J. Evans Linda Wilson Jean + Michael 

Blinstrub 

J. Evans A. Bee  

3/14 8:00 N. Johnston Matt Andrus Richard &  

Nathan Zagata 

Matt Andrus C. Nickerson  

3/14 9:30 E. Underhill 

K. Evans 

M. Danz 

Phyllis & 

Sam Aldrich 

Ken Bee 

Tom Bena 

T.  

Schlachter 
J. Drake, Capt 

R. Kuhne 

D & J 

Baird 

3/20 

 

4:30 

  

L. Wilson Joan Bucher Steve Pryor  

Ed Kramek 

D. Erno L. Wilson, 

Capt 

 

3/21 8:00 J. Snyder Bob Smith Lorraine & 

Mark Simpkins 

J. Snyder 

  

J.  

Harrington 

 

3/21 9:30 D. Harding 

L. Barbour 

C. Onley 

Cheryl & 

Scott Barbour 

Melissa Ehler 

Jacob Evans 

P.  

Olszewski 

B. Gregory 

T. Riley 

Children’s 

Sermon 

3/27 4:30 M. Andrus Heidi  

Bonacquist 

Heidi Bonacquist 

& Alfie Sarnacki 

J. Bucher D. Erno, 

Capt 

 

3/28 8:00 

P.M 

R. Smith Matt Andrus Matt Andrus & 

Barbara  

Hartman 

Deacons D. Halvorsen 

R. Day 

 

3/28  9:30 K. Bee 

K. Barbour 

P. Bee 

Charla Brych Joe Gulyas 

Jack McHale 

J. Snyder M. Ehler 

L. O’Brien 

S. Keyes & 

H. Friedman 

4/1 7:30 R. Pollard 

J.& C Ehler 

Colette Odell John Newman 

Matt Andrus 

J. Snyder J. Drake  

4/2 7:30 K. Evans Cindy Heotzer 

Joe Palko 

Randy Demler 

Gene Gordon 

Deacons D. Erno  

4/3 4:30 J. Evans Youth Youth J. Evans A. Bee, Capt  

4/4 8:00 R. Smith Randy Demler Rich & Nathan 

Zagata 

D. Degni B. Sovik 

L. Simpkins 

 

4/4  9:30 L. Barbour 

E. Underhill 

M. Danz 

Lil Gallagher 

Cindy Hoetzer 

John O’Brien 

Bob Wilcox 

Matt Andrus 

Ken Bee 

T.  

Schlachter 

J. White 

C. Barbour 

Children’s  

Sermon 

Easter 
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Date/
Time  

Altar 
Bread  

Nursery  Counters  

3/6 4:30 J. Cody     

3/7 8:00      

3/7 9:30  Susan Westad 

  
M Andrus 

A Bee  

3/13 4:30 A. Crocker     

3/14 8:00      

3/14 9:30  Tonya Manning 

  
D Weyand 

S Hickey  

3/20 

 

4:30 

  
B Schmid     

3/21 8:00      

3/21  9:30  Jen Andrus 

  
 K & A Quail 

K Bee 

3/27 4:30 J Blinstrub     

3/28 8:00 

P.M 

     

3/28  9:30  Julie Bailey 

  
 C Evans 

J. Olney 

4/1 7:30    

4/2 7:30    

4/3 4:30 B. Kaercher 

B Knight 
    

4/4 8:00      

 4/4 

Easter 

9:30      M Andrus 

A Bee 

Maudy Thurs 

Good Friday 

We need people to step up 

and help out!!  

 

What is involved? 

 
Coffee Hour  

 

For the 8 & 9:30 service, we need 

someone to make pots of coffee, set 

up the table with cream, sugar, cups, 

napkins and some goodies that are 

provided by our Sunday bakers or 

from our freezer. And then there is 

that short clean up time when coffee 

hour is over.  

 

Sunday Bakers 

If you like to bake, this is always 

appreciated and then you don’t have 

to consume all those calories by 

yourself.  

Not a baker? We are all happy with 

something that you can purchase 

from the grocery store or bakery. 

WE just are glad to have you bring 

something in. 

 

Kitchen Crew 

We have a teams of 2 people com-

ing  in twice a month to make sure 

the cupboards are in order, the 

counter tops are given a thorough 

cleaning. Sometimes the refrigerator 

or the stove need a little tender care 

also.   

 
Contact the parish office 371-6351 

 or Jeff Granger jgranger@mac.com to 

sign up!! 


