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I found this saying in one of those catalogues we always seem to get around Christmas time.

“Never be afraid to try something new. Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs. The Titanic was
built by professionals.”

Now there’s a spin on doing something new. New means change. New means different. Even if you’re
not the one doing a new thing, if someone close to you does a new thing, it still brings change. It brings
new. It brings different. And it brings questions. Some have answers. Some not.

We should never be afraid to trust an unknown road to a known God. (II Cor. 5:7, 17)

So... new. A New Year, new opportunities, new challenges. It seems like we all hold our breath at Christ-
mas, plunge through it, and begin to breathe again after New Year’s, looking ahead to the new year and
what we hope it might hold. No one I've talked with in the last few weeks is sorry to see 2009 go away.
The universal hope is that 2010 is better. It may be, but it will certainly hold in it the seeds of different.
And it will hold in 1t the promise of God’s presence.

We have the ability to celebrate a new year any day by virtue of our faith. God does not run by clock or
calendar. God is beyond all that, yet God is intimately present in every now. God calls us into the future
with Him, being empowered by Him for whatever the new holds for us.

The new might be something like new ministry in new congregations. Deacon Lynne left St. George’s this
summer to begin a new ministry in Mechanicville at St. Luke’s. In her letter to the parish, published in the
Dragon’s Tale, she references God’s new work continuing in her. It will be different. Beth Strickland has
responded to the new call of supporting her husband, Fr. Chip, in his ministry, and so now she worships
and works with him at Grace Church, Waterford. Deacon Maureen Demler and Deacon Scott Underhill
came to begin their ministry at St. George’s in June after their May ordinations as Deacons. Mother Lau-
rie joined us on a more permanent basis as Curate in January, moving from Diocesan Ministry to parish
ministry in all its blessing and intensity. Mother Karen was licensed to serve in the diocese in January and
joined us as Priest Associate after having served as Dean and Rector in the dioceses of New York, North-
western Pennsylvania and Michigan. In January I celebrated my 25™ anniversary as a priest, and in July I
began my second year as rector here. Deacon Bob Roach has had to adjust to all the newness, and has
done so with great grace and humor. Part of our new work has been the establishment of Conventual
Eucharists for the clergy of the parish on a monthly basis, where we gather for worship, prayer and fel-
lowship along with regular communication about our place in the ministry at St. George’s. Last Fall we
began an outreach ministry to the residents of Coburg Village, meeting with them at their request for
Eucharist twice monthly. New things, new ministries, new people. New occasions for thanksgiving and
discernment. In all this, O God, make us never be ashamed to be called amateurs. An amateur is one who
loves what they do.

Help us always, as we remember to say our prayers, to see You in the New. Fr. Henry
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January Readings

Milestones Let us pray for:

... the newly baptized, that the Lord’s loving kindness be

Readings
upon them:
January 3rd Arabella Scarlett Glaser, the daughter of Dan & Diana Glaser,
Second Sunday after Christmas Day ~ ©n January 2rd.

Jeremiah 31:7-14

Psalm 84: 1-12
Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a
Matthew 2:1-12

January 10th

First Sunday after the Epiphany

Isaiah 43:1-7

Psalm 29: 1-11

Acts 8:14-17

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

January 17th

2 Epiphany

Isaiah 62:1-5

Psalm 36: 5-10

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

Adam Jeffrey Payne on December 19th

.. the repose of the soul of Marian C. Watson, the mother of
Dave Watson, who died December 30th, that she may have a
place in God’'s eternal K i

God’s healing grace may s

Letters of thanks

Dear Friends at St. George’s,

I am so appreciative of the many prayers and kind thoughts
sent my way during my recent surgery. Maureen has brought
communion both to our home and hospital and what a mean-
ingful service it is. She also brought a hand knit shawl, knit
with caring and prayers to surround myself in and to send on
to others. A lovely way as Fr. Henry reminds us “to say our
prayers.”

John 2: 1-11 Scott Barbour also delivered a vibrant fall colored bouquet of
flowers from the altar...accompanied by the special prayer

January 24th that I love.

3 Epiphany Thanks so much and Bless you all.

Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Psalm 19: 1-14
1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a

Marge Bates

Dear Fr. Henry,

Luke 4: 14-21 It was such a pleasant surprise to have the altar flowers
brought to me on the 5™ anniversary of my husband Michael’s
January 31st death. They were so bright and cheerful. I enjoyed them so
4 Epiphany much. Thank you for the thoughtfulness. I am blessed to be
Jeremiah 1:4-10 part of the family of St. George’s.
Psalm 71: 1-6 Sincerely,
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 Jean Stevens
Luke 4:21-30
Ladies of the Kitchen,
February 7th We would like to thank you all for our “special Sundays”.
5 Epiphany You really do go out of your way to be so kind.

Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13]
Psalm 138: 1-9

1 Corinthians 15: 1-11
Luke 5:1-11

We “the Ladies of Shen Village” can’t thank you enough!!
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OAnd the Word Became Fl esh¢ébo
By Mother Laurie

|l candt seem to shake this scripture. We read it
gies following. Powerful, poeti c Tfacalkedtheyroiogiieare, t he
among the most wddhown verses in the New Testament. Deeply theological and rich in imagery, these words
engage our minds and our spirits.

Contrasting with the infancy stories about Jesus found in Matthew and Luke, John immerses us in the idea that
Jesus wasnodot simply born on Christmas Da-gxjstedout t h

with God and with the Holy Spirit for all time. Jesus is the central organizing principle of life itself: creator, inter-
preter and illuminator. In my sermon, | invited people to imagine a picture of the round earth in their minds, and
to 06seed that Jesus was at the very center of the

out. In the same way that we say Jesus lives in our hearts, he is at the heart of all creation on earth and in the
verse, both known and unknown aspects. The expansiveness of this idea takes my breath away!

In contrast to the expansiveness of the universe, the Rev. Barbara Brown Taylor preached the idea that each o
is the living word of Christ here on earth. How can our God be so enmeshed in our lives that he is paying atten-
tion to both the enormity of the universe as well as the importance of a single human heart? The simple answe
is that he loves us and has given us this love to share. So if, as John says, Christ is all the words that exist in al
languages spoken, if he is the center of all life, then we are his expression of his presence on earth.

To build on that, | challenged people to pray about what word or words they were bringing into the world that

expressed the essence of Christ at work and alive
incarnate or enfleshed or alive, just as Jesus became alive, these words are simply concepts that remain abstrz
and unconnected to our real l i ves. For example, vy

different than showing compassion to someone you know.

S o whoakof@ 3 At the end of the 4:30 service, several people leaned in to hug me goodbye and they whis-
pered their word in my ear: OAdvocate, 6 said one
for the first time; OMother, 6 said another woman

You are probably living out lots of words, but you might recognize one particular role or gif that rises to the sur-
face. What aspect of Christds | ove has been given
tality? Friendship? Servant minister? Daughter@rPrBgchnical wizard? Singer? Listener?

As we enter the New Y&aR010¥% pray about what it means to be the Word of Christ in the world of Christ.
Look at your life, your ministries, your talents, and the people you love. What unique word or gift has God given
you so that you may show his presence to the world?

ol was in the world, and though the world was ma
1:10)

Will the world recognize Him through you?
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Stewardship Update

The Stewardship Team would like to extend a sincere expression of gratitude to the entire St. George’s
family for the tremendous generosity and support provided through pledging. The commitment to regular
giving allows the Church a reliable means of financial planning for the coming year. It is worth repeat-
ing...isn’t how much or how little, it’s the commitment that counts!

For anyone who has not actually submitted a new pledge card for 2010 in the past few months, you can
still do so by filling out a card (located in the narthex) or sending a note to the church office.

Therefore with everyone's pledge, we can finalize a sound budget to support our ministries.

Visit the Angel Tree in the Narthex

"Be an angel, help us furnish our new school. Many thanks from the St George's Parish School Board
for your faith in this first phase of this outreach mission. We are looking forward to the fall of 2010
when we will offer 30 Kindergarten and First grade children a high academic education based on
Episcopal Christian values. So far, we have received over $8,000 to our "Founders Fund". Every
amount is warmly welcomed.

To help us move forward, could you fund any of these items: books, art materials, a kindergarten
chair or table, a movable cupboard, some math materials, science tools, a reading rug? See the St
George's School giving tree in the narthex to choose your "angel gift'" Remember that gifts are tax
deductible.

Think spring!! (?)

VBS time is right around the corner and will be here before we know it! As in the past, we provide the
VBS experience in partnership with Prince of Peace, and they are in the process of getting ready to host it
for 2010! We are looking for a volunteer to give their time and energy in being a VBS Co-Director with
Cheryl Fiore at Prince of Peace. The Co-Director position involves recruiting volunteers to work

VBS, coordinating the team of VBS volunteers/setting up meetings and trainings, coordinating the dona-
tions and supplies needed, creating the VBS atmosphere, and making sure everything runs smoothly dur-
ing the VBS week. If you are interested, please contact Kelly Moen at 371-2979, cell 727-9412 or email
jkmoel@msn.com. We would like to get a Co-Director in place by the end of the year, so please let us
know if you are interested!

ALTAR FLOWERS & SANCTUARY CANDLE

If you would like to have someone remembered at the altar with flowers
or a sanctuary candle on a Sunday during the year, please use the form
on the name tag table in the Narthex. Flowers are used on the altar
throughout the year except during Lent and Advent. The same form can
be used to donate to the Sanctuary Lamp candles. The candle burns eve-
ryday, all year long. If you wish to donate, please fill out the form with a
check made out to Memorial Flower and Candle Fund, and leave it in

PNy 2 /_, 3
the offering plate or the church office. Once it has been recorded, it will ALTAR F LOWE RS

be passed along to the Altar Guild.



mailto:jkmoe1@msn.com
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Medical Mission Trip to the Dominican Republic 2010

Our diocese will be having a team that is coordinated by the St. Eustace Church in Lake Placid going to
the Dominican Republic to provide much needed medical care and medicines. During the week of clinics
in two locations, we see about 1000 patients, providing free medical care, basic medicines, and personal
care bags for everyone who is seen. They then visit the prayer team, who spend prayer time with them,
and then give each one a cross that has been blessed. Representatives from St. George’s will again be
traveling to the Dominican Republic on February 28" and returning on March 7™ : Susan Olszewski,
Peggy Schrom-LaBarr and Deacon Maureen. We will have a receptacle in Hatlee Hall to collect the fol-
lowing. And monetary donations are always welcomed and extremely important! Thank you for joining
us in this endeavor!

Personal Care Bag Items (All patients are given a "personal care gift bag" at the work sites. Items
needed for these bags, which go in a quart sized plastic bag, include (one of each unless the item is
small): These do not have to be exact! (And the assembling of these is a great project for Sunday School
groups/youth groups etc....)

* Washcloth

* Shampoo (these are all hotel/travel sized bottles)

* Conditioner

* Toothbrush (regular or child size)

* Toothpaste

* Bar of soap (small or regular sized (if small can put 2 or3 in bag))

* Skin lotion

Items for Basic First Aid for the local schools as well as use at the clinics (The teachers last year that
came to the clinic asked for this)

* Band-Aids Assorted sizes

* Antibiotic Ointments/Antibiotic sprays

* Small Bottles of waterless Scrub

* Bars of soap (Hopefully the schools have access to water)

* Small Gauze Bandages

* Butterfly bandages

Medicine: We buy the majority of our meds in the Dominican. However the creams and ointments seem
to be extremely expensive there, much more so then in the US, so we do collect the following here:

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A WORLD HEALTH RULE: WE CANNOT BRING
MEDICINE THAT EXPIRES BEFORE MARCH OF 2011 FOR OUR 2010
MISSION. We also need to abide by this as we are a Christian mission working in
conjunction with their Episcopal diocese so they want us to follow the rules.
*Antibiotic Ointments/Creams

*Antifungal creams (Most needed)

*Hydrocortisone Creams/QOintments
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January 2010

January Birthdays

A W N —

10

14

16

17

18
20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29

Peter Pasche

John Halvorsen
Jim Vincenzi
Randy Demler
Kayla Stevens
Lucy Mondo

Lisa Tyrka

Katey Evans
Alisha Conrad
Tyler Olney

Dave Watson
Jessica Billings-White
Joe Cannistraci
Jim Hatlee
Brittany Anderson
Jim Harding

Phil Jordan
Andrew McCarty
Erin Miller

Beth Strickland
Phyllis Aldrich
Paige Riley

Ruth Delaney
Joyce Francis
Edward Rockstroh
Brittany Adams
Fr. Don Gardner
Ed Cody

Randy Gray
Joshua Palmer
Janet Cody

Don Jones

Heidi Brewer
Jordan Dowd
Alexander Bailey
Clark Rischbieter
Timothy Hartnett
Richard Zagata, Jr.
Tony Annese
Christine Cody

Special Celebrations

Thomas Day

Anita Knorowski

Rose Ann Vaughn
30 Peter Bee

Brooke Rennick
31 Nathaniel Reul

January Anniversaries

4 Nancy & Paul Snow

5 Linda & Allan Sagendorf
8 Janet & Ed Cody

9 Jeane & Robert Gillespie
21 Amy & Jon Vargo

23 Carole & Steve Hickey

N
ANNUAL MEETING \) e
WILL BE ON SUNDAY, ( q V! )
JANUARY 24TH AFTER @fzf,‘” \
THE 9:30 SERVICE. %’Q

Everyone is invited to stay after the service or
come back if you attend an earlier service. We
will have an extra special coffee hour that day
and encourage you to bring along something
to share.

Our Mission Statement:
St. George’s is a fami
Jjoyfully reaching out in love
to nurture, teach and heal

in Jesus'’ Name.
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Date/  Time |Acolyte Chalice Altar Bread [Readers Ushers Altar Guild
172 4:30 |, Wilson Bucher S Brooks L. Wilson J. & M. Blinstrub|A. Bee
1/3 8:00 |N Johnston  [Chrimes B. Smith L & M Simpkins [R. Day
9:30 [K. Barbour  [Snyder P. Olszewski  [B. O’Brien K. Quail, Capt
D Harding L. Gallagher  J. O’Brien J. White
L Barbour K. Bee
M. Ehler
1/9 4:30 {J Evans Evans L Wilson IA. Sarnacki, J. Bucher [D. Erno,Capt
S. Pryor
1/10 8:00 [R Smith lAndrus J. Palko IN. Zagata C. Nickerson
R. Zagata
9:30 |C Ehler Schlachter P. Aldrich S. Barbour L.O’Brien
R Pollard S. Aldrich K. Bee M. Ehler
J Ehler T. Bena
M Andrus
1/16 4:30 M Andrus Erno D Erno L. Wilson E Kramek L. Wilson
T Kuebler
1/17 8:00 [R Smith Snyder G. Heim B. Ross J. Harrington
G Heim
9:30 |[E Underhill  |Olszewski C. Barbour C. Brych B. Gregory, Capt
J Colvin S. Barbour J. Evans R. Kuhne
K. Evans A Cruikshank
M. Ehler
1/23 430 L Wilson Bucher K Wood C. Odell S Hickey A. Bee, Capt
B. Wright
124 8:00 \J. Snyder Chrimes M. Andrus B. Hartman B. Sovik
M. Andrus
9:30 K Bee Snyder C. Brych J Gulyas T. Riley
M Danz J. Vargo J McHale C Barbour
C. Olney S. Feeny
G. Gordon
1/30 4:30 [J. Snyder Evans J Cody R. Demler R. Demler D. Erno
H. Bonacquist
1/31 8:00 IN Johnston  [Degni B. Smith IN. Zagata L Simpkins
R. Zagata
9:30 K Barbour Schlachter S. Fowler L. Mondo J. Drake, Capt
L Barbour L. Gallagher  |J. Newman K. Quail
P Bee J. O’ Brien
B. O’Brien
2/6 4:30 M Andrus Erno H. Bonacquist |[B. Bonacquist  [L. Wilson, Capt
A. Sarnacki
2/7 8:00 R Smith Deacons J. Palko B. Ross D Halvorsen
G Heim
9:30 D Harding Olszewski C. Hoetzer D. Watson J. White
C Ehler M. Newman B. Wilcox L. O’Brien
R Pollard M. Andrus
S. Barbour




Page 8 The Dragon’s Tale January 2010
1/
Date/  Time | Coffee Hour Sunday Counters |[Nursery  [Flower Del'y[Kitchen  [Joyful
Bakers Crew Journey
173 8:00 B & J Gillespie Abby Bee
M. Andrus
9:30 IS. Barbour B Burns Susan
L Dominelli  [R. Casale 'Westad L. Gallagher
M Quail C Wilcox
1/10 | 8:00 |G. Heim,
B. Ross
9:30 L. Mondo, B Dipersio S. Hickey [I. Colvin  |L. Gallagher S. Keyes
J. Davis C Fare D. Weyand |J. Colvin H Friedman
D Glaser
1/17 8:00 [T. & N.
Chrimes
9:30 S Brooks M Houlihan K. Quail [Jen Andrus |J Harrington S & D INo Joyful Jour-
U Gulyas L Gallagher K. Bee Eden Pirog Pitzer ney/
D Giannantonio INo Sunday
School
1/24 8:00 |G. Heim,
B. Ross
9:30 |P. Olszewski [D Jordan C. Evans  [Julie Bailey |B. Hartman M Chaplin
G. Ehler J Gobel J. Olney |S Watson J Morrison
B Knight
1/31 8:00 B & B Sovik
9:30 |S. Barbour L Landau S. Pryor, [Heidi L Mondo |Diane Baird,
Smiths S. Olszewski, [|K. Bee Brewer S Dingley [Jessie Baird
M. Under- |Patti Pollard
hill
2/7 8:00 B & J Gillespie
9:30 |S. Barbour L Wilson, Abby Bee D. Jordan D. Betzwieser
L Underhill K. Quail, M. Andrus
S. Rogers
Have you ever thought about what St. George’s would look like without its
many volunteers? Have you
No Sunday School, No ushers to say hello and hand you a bulletin, no
acolytes on the altar to help the priests, no choir, remembered S t

No altar guild to prepare the church and altar for our services, and to make
sure the flowers are on the altar, And no one to deliver the altar flowers,
no one to help in the nursery or with Joyful Journey, no coffee hour

Wait, What??? No coffee hour??? No cookies and juice for
the kids?? Maybe it is time to think about volunteering!

Thank you to all our volunteers!!!

Ge

orgea

in your will?




